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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the application filed 31 October 2003. 
This action is made Non-Final. 

2. Claims 1-18 are pending. Claims 1, 14, and 17 independent claims. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 29 July 2004. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings filed on 31 October 2003 are accepted. 

Claim Objections 

5. Applicant is advised that should claims 3, 5, and 7 be found allowable, claims 8, 
9, and 10 will be objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate 
thereof. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in 
content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is 
proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of 
the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims appear to be claiming "software 
systems", which is computer program per se. Since the computer program is not 
embodied on a tangible computer readable medium, they appear non-statutory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bowman-Amuah (US Patent #6,434,568, filed 8/31/1999) 

As per independent Claim 1, Bowman-Amuah discloses a system comprising: 

• a workflow component (FIG 12) 

• a data repository component (FIG 14) 

• a media manager component (FIG 11, 13: Discloses a window system that is 



able to present a web browser, graphics, and forms of multimedia.) 
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• an application server component wherein said application server component 
is connected to said data repository component, said media manager 
component and said workflow component. (FIG 12 discloses application 
services. Since FIG 12 is the server component of FIG 10, which discloses a 
client-server system, the application services in FIG 12 is an application 
server component. The workflow and data repository components are 
connected to the server, thus connected to the application services internally. 
In addition, Bowman-Amuah discloses an infrastructure for building 
components so they can communicate within an application and across 
applications on the same machine or multiple machines to work together. 
(FIG 27; Column 106, line 54 - 67) Also, Bowman-Amuah discloses the 
Component Framework of the System's Environment (FIG 10; FIG 27; 
Column 106, line 54 - 67) is based on CORBA, which is an interface for 
connecting all components to communicate within a system. (Column 106, 
lines 54-67) In conjunction with window system, CORBA allows the window 
system to communicate with the application server component.) 

As per dependent Claim 2, Bowman-Amuah discloses a system comprising: 

• a data repository adapter, and (FIG 14 discloses Database Services that 
include Database Access Services which enable applications to retrieve data 
from a database as well as manipulate data in a database (Column 52, lines 
45-48). This disclosure is a form of an adapter within the Database Services) 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,873 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2178 

• a data repository interface, wherein said repository interface is connected to 
said data repository adapter and said application server component. (Column 
52, lines 58-63: Discloses to achieve database access requires a Standards 
Based SQL API. Using this API with the Database Access Services, the user 
is able to access the Database Storage) 



As per dependent Claims 3 and 8, Claims 3 and 8 recite similar limitations 
claimed in Claim 2 and are rejected under rationale. Furthermore, Bowman-Amuah 
discloses: 

• one or more data repositories; (FIG 14, 1414) 

• a data repository adapter, wherein said data repository adapter is connected 
to said one or more data repositories; and (FIG 14; Column 52, lines 45-48: 
since Access Services is able to access the repository, its connected to the 
repository) 



As per dependent Claim 4, Bowman-Amuah discloses a system further 
comprising: 

• a program adapter, and a media manager interface, wherein said media 
manager interface is connected to said program adapter and said application 
server component. (FIG 10; Column 35, lines 21-38 - Discloses that 
Presentation Services enable an application to manage the human-computer 
interface listing products to enable the component such as Windows OS that 
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contains an interface. The Presentation Services include an Window System 
(e.g. Window OS) that is connected to a Desktop Manager, a Web browser, 
etc. (FIG 13) The Web browser allows users to view and interact with 
applications and documents that contain data such as text, graphics and 
audio. (Column 39, 53-60) Since, the web browser is connected to the 
Window System (e.g. Windows OS) and able to display a form of media, it is 
considered a form a media manager interface. Since an OS is a program 
consisting of multiple programs, it in inherent that Presentation Services, and 
Web Browser Services disclose a form of program adapters since the 
services disclose a link to the Window System enabling the programs' 
functionality, thus connected to the programs. In addition, Bowman-Amuah 
discloses a Component Framework of the System's Environment (FIG 10; 
FIG 27; Column 106, line 54 - 67), which is based on CORBA, which is an 
interface for connecting all components to communicate within a system. In 
conjunction with Window System, CORBA allows the Window System to 
communicate with the application server component.) 

As per dependent Claims 5 and 9, Claims 5 and 9 recite similar limitations 
claimed in Claim 4 and are rejected under rationale. Furthermore, Bowman-Amuah 
discloses a system comprising: 

• one or more programs; (Column 109, 32-42: Lists a number of operating 
systems the system may use.) 



! 
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As per dependent Claim 6, Bowman-Amuah discloses a system comprising: 

• a workflow engine adapter; and a workflow interface, wherein said workflow 
interface is connected to said workflow engine adapter and said application 
server component. (Bowman-Amuah discloses the Component Framework of 
the System's Environment (FIG 10; FIG 27; Column 106, line 54 - 67) is 
based on CORBA, which is the interface for connecting all components to 
communicate within a system. Thus, since the workflow component is 
connected to the Base Services component and the System's Environment 
on the server (FIG 10), its inherent that since Bowman-Amuah's system is 
using the CORBA interface , an adapter is presented for the Workflow 
Services within the Base Services allowing the workflow engines to able to 
communicate with the application server component.) 

As per dependent Claims 7 and 10, Claims 7 and 10 recite similar limitations 
claimed in Claim 6 and are rejected under rationale. Furthermore, Bowman-Amuah 
discloses a system comprising: 

• one or more workflow engines (FIG 12; Column 120, line 12 - Column 122, 
19) 

As per dependent Claim 1 1 , Bowman-Amuah discloses a system comprising: 
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• a publishing component, wherein said publishing component is connected to 
said application server component. (FIG 19; Column 71, lines 49-54. This 
publishing component is apart of Messaging component of the 
communications component on the server. With the use of the CORBA 
framework that allows communications with all components within a system, 
(FIG 10; FIG 27; Column 106, line 54 - 67) the publishing component is 
connected to the application server. 

As per dependent Claim 12, Claim 12 recites similar limitations claimed in Claim 
1 1 and are rejected under rationale. Bowman-Amuah discloses a system comprising: 

• a publishing adapter; and a publishing interface wherein said publishing 
interface is connected to said publishing adapter and said application server 
component. (Column 71, lines 5-19: The publishing component of Bowman- 
Amuah, Publish and Subscribe, is apart of a Message-Orient Middleware 
(MOM) that is responsible for managing the interface to the underlying 
communications architecture via communications APIs. Thus, the MOM is 
considered an adapter for the publishing component. In addition, the MOM is 
consider is an interface since it has the following capabilities: transferring data 
to the proper data, passing results information and status to the application, 
etc.) 
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As per dependent Claim 13, Claim 13 recites similar limitations claimed in Claim 
12 and are rejected under rationale. Bowman-Amuah discloses a system comprising: 

• one or more publishing applications (Column 72, lines 6-9) 

As per independent Claim 14, Bowman-Amuah discloses a system comprising: 

• a data repository component (FIG 14) having a data repository adapter (FIG 
14 discloses Database Services that include Database Access Services 
which enable applications to retrieve data from a database as well as 
manipulate data in a database (Column 52, lines 45-48). This disclosure is a 
form of an adapter within the Database Services) connected to a data 
repository interface; (Column 52, lines 58-63: Discloses to achieve database 
access requires a Standards Based SQL API. Using this API with the 
Database Access Services, the user is able to access the Database Storage) 

• a media manager component (FIG 11,13: Discloses a window system that is 
able to present a web browser, graphics, and forms of multimedia.) having a 
program adapter connected to an media manager interface; (FIG 10; Column 
35, lines 21-38 - Discloses that Presentation Services enable an application 
to manage the human-computer interface listing products to enable the 
component such as Windows OS that contains an interface. The 
Presentation Services include a Window System (e.g. Window OS) that is 
connected to a Desktop Manager, a Web browser, etc. (FIG 13) The Web 
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browser allows users to view and interact with applications and documents 
that contain data such as text, graphics and audio. (Column 39, 53-60) Since, 
the web browser is connected to the Window System (e.g. Windows OS) and 
able to display a form of media, it is considered a form a media manager 
interface. Since an OS is a program consisting of multiple programs, it in 
inherent that Presentation Services, and Web Browser Services disclose a 
form of program adapters since the services disclose a link to the Window 
System enabling the programs' functionality, thus connected to the programs. 
In addition, Bowman-Amuah discloses a Component Framework of the 
System's Environment (FIG 10; FIG 27; Column 106, line 54 - 67) which is 
based on CORBA, which is an interface for connecting all components to 
communicate within a system. In conjunction with Window System, CORBA 
allows the Window System to communicate with the application server 
component.) 

• a workflow component (FIG 12) having a workflow engine adapter connected 
to a workflow interface; and (Bowman-Amuah discloses Component 
Framework of the System's Environment (FIG 10; FIG 27; Column 106, line 
54 - 67) is based on CORBA is the interface for connecting all components to 
communicate within a system. Thus, since the workflow component is 
connected to the Base Services component and the System's Environment 
on the server (FIG 10), its inherent that since Bowman-Amuah's system is 
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using the CORBA interface, an adapter is presented for the Workflow 
Services within the Base Services to be able to communicate with the 
components.) 

• an application server component wherein said application server component 
is connected to said data repository component, said media manager 
component and said workflow component. (FIG 12 discloses application 
services. Since FIG 12 is the server component of FIG 10, which discloses a 
client-server system, the application services in FIG 12 is an application 
server component. The workflow and data repository components are 
connected to the server, thus connected to the application services internally. 
In addition, Bowman-Amuah discloses an infrastructure for building 
components so they can communicate within an application and across 
applications on the same machine or multiple machines to work together. 
(FIG 27; Column 106, line 54 - 67) Also, Bowman-Amuah discloses the 
Component Framework of the System's Environment (FIG 10; FIG 27; 
Column 106, line 54 - 67) is based on CORBA, which is an interface for 
connecting all components to communicate within a system. (Column 106, 
lines 54-67) In conjunction with window system, CORBA allows the window 
system to communicate with the application server component.) 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,873 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2178 

As per dependent Claim 15, Claim 15 recites a system for performing the system 
of Claim 11. Therefore, Claim 15 is similarly rejected under Bowman-Amuah. 

As per dependent Claim 16, Claim 16 recites a system for performing the system 
of Claim 12. Therefore, Claim 16 is similarly rejected under Bowman-Amuah. 

As per independent Claim 17, Claim 17 recites a system performing similar 
limitations of the combinations of Claims 3, 5, and 7. Therefore, Claim 17 is similarly 
rejected under Bowman-Amuah. 

As per dependent Claim 18, Claim 18 recites a system for performing the system 
of Claim 13. Therefore, Claim 18 is similarly rejected under Bowman-Amuah. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Gill et al (US Patent #6,005,560): Discloses a multimedia project 
management and control system consisting a data controller component. 

• Sargent (US Patent #6,874,010): Discloses base service architectures for 
Netcentric computing systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Faber whose telephone number is 571-272-2751. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8am to 430pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong, can be reached on 571-272-4124. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). , 



David Faber 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2178 






